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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . The original reference (McLain) cited in last office action is disqualified due to 
submission of the translation of German priority document. Effective priority date is now 
7/17/03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 12-22, 24-25, 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Saito et al (US Pub. 2001/0008992). 

As to claims 12 and 14-16, referring to Fig. 2, Saito et al disclosed a monitoring 
device for vehicle having claimed limitations, wherein if the expected timing of collision 
is earlier than a prescribed timing, under the decision that there is a high degree of 
danger, an audio guidance signal is issued so that the speaker 71 announces that 
"Collision occurs", "Immediately avoid the collision". On the other hand, if the expected 
timing of collision is not earlier than the prescribed timing, under the decision that there 
is a low degree of danger, the audio guidance signal is issued so that "Collision may 
occur", "Pay attention" (1|0088). An image display signal is issued to display the images 
picked up by the CCD cameras 1 1 on the display 61 , and a display frame signal is 
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issued to display a display frame encircling the object with possibility of collision (110089, 
line 1-4). 

As to claim 17, Saito et al disclosed that object position detecting means 51a for 
detecting positions of an object on the periphery of a vehicle at prescribed time 
intervals; expected object locus computing means 51b for computing an expected locus 
of the object on the basis of the positions of the object detected by the object position 
detecting means; expected vehicle locus computing means 51c for computing an 
expected locus of the vehicle; and danger determining means 51 d (i.e. evaluating) for 
determining whether or not there is a danger of collision between the object and the 
vehicle on the basis of both the expected loci of the object and the vehicle (001 0, line 4- 
14). 

As to claims 13 and 24, referring to Fig. 1, Saito disclosed a periphery monitoring 
device for vehicle having claimed limitations, wherein if the expected timing of collision 
is earlier than a prescribed timing, under the decision that there is a high degree of 
danger, an audio guidance signal is issued so that the speaker 71 announces that 
"Collision occurs", "Immediately avoid the collision". On the other hand, if the expected 
timing of collision is not earlier than the prescribed timing, under the decision that there 
is a low degree of danger, the audio guidance signal is issued so that "Collision may 
occur", "Pay attention" (1|0088). 

As to claim 18, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 12. 

As to claim 19, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 14. 

As to claim 20, the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 15. 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,965 
Art Unit: 2612 
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As to claim 22, the 

As to claim 25, the 

As to claim 27, the 

As to claim 28, still 

(i.e. sensor). 

As to claim 29, the 

As to claim 30, the 

As to claim 31 , the 
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claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 16. 
claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 17. 
claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 15. 
claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 16. 
referring to Fig. 1 , Saito further disclosed a speed detection 3 

claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 14. 
claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 15. 
claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 16. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saito in 
view of Iwasaki et al (US 609731 1). 

As to claim 26, Saito did not disclose a warning includes a type of danger. 
However, it is well known in the art to have a warning including a type of danger. 

Iwasaki et al teach a warning device for vehicle wherein when this judgment finds 
the rear-end collision alarm as the answer, the rear-end collision alarm is displayed, 
namely the red color LED 22c disposed in the display part 10 is flickered (step SI 23). 
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When the judgment finds the car-to-car alert alarm as the answer, the car-to-car alert 
alarm is displayed, namely the orange color LED 22b or the green color LED 22a is 
lighted (col. 17, line 20-30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate a warning including a type of danger in Saito's 
system since it is known in the art. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hongmin Fan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2784. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
HF 



/Daniel Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



